THE   NEW   MONGOLIA

on the bank of the frozen Chara river. The farm was
overrun by soldiers, who were terrorising the pro-
prietors and stealing their horses and cattle. It was a
case of every man for himself and the officers tried in
vain to restore discipline. General Chu's army, under
the shock of their sudden defeat, had become a panic-
stricken rabble and in their haste to get as far ahead of
the pursuing army as possible they did not hesitate to
rob their compatriots. While the farmers were crouch-
ing in corners in fear of their lives, the soldiers shot
their pigs and cattle, and breaking open the corn bins
shovelled the corn in front of their horses. And all
the time more and more soldiers were streaming in
from all directions, some on horseback, some on foot9
until every foot of the farmyard was thronged with a
struggling, shouting mass of humanity.